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Abstract: The bone-free flower and bird painting technique, as a unique method in traditional Chinese 

painting, showcases an artistic expression characterized by natural and fluid brushstrokes along with a 

harmonious use of color. In recent years, with the development of ceramic art, the bone-free technique 

has gradually been applied and innovated in the creation of glazed colored porcelain. This article 

analyzes the artistic features of the bone-free flower and bird painting technique, explores its specific 

application methods in glazed colored porcelain, and summarizes its artistic value in modern ceramic 

creation. Research indicates that the combination of the bone-free technique and glazed colored 

craftsmanship not only expands the expressive forms of ceramic decoration but also promotes the 

inheritance and innovation of traditional skills in modern ceramic art. 
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Introduction 

 The bone-free flower and bird painting technique is a prominent feature of traditional Chinese 

painting, originating in the Song Dynasty and continuously evolving throughout subsequent artistic 

developments. This technique substitutes color for line, emphasizing the shaping of objects through 

variations in color layers, resulting in a style that is both expressive and realistic. With the flourishing of 

ceramic art, the bone-free technique has gradually been applied to the decoration of glazed colored 

porcelain. Glazed colored porcelain is characterized by vibrant colors and low firing temperatures, 

aligning closely with the color expression characteristics of the bone-free technique. Thus, integrating 

this traditional technique into modern porcelain decoration not only enriches the artistic expressiveness 

of glazed colored porcelain but also provides new creative ideas for modern ceramic creation. 

1. Artistic Characteristics of Bone-Free Flower and Bird Painting Technique 

1.1 Origin and Development of the Bone-Free Flower and Bird Painting Technique 

The bone-free flower and bird painting technique originates from traditional Chinese flower and bird 

painting, first applied and popularized by the renowned Northern Song Dynasty painter Xu Chongsi. The 

term "bone-free" signifies the absence of line drawing, with colors used directly to depict the form and 

texture of objects. This technique abandons the traditional method of outlining with lines, instead 

utilizing layered color application and shading to create a richer and more vivid picture, showcasing the 

natural texture of objects[1]. 

As the painting style of the Song Dynasty gradually matured, the bone-free technique was widely 

adopted by various painters in subsequent developments, such as the Eight Great Masters and Yun 

Nantian during the Qing Dynasty. They enriched the expressive forms and artistic connotations of the 

bone-free technique through continuous innovation. Particularly during the flourishing of literati painting, 

the bone-free technique, emphasizing the free use of atmosphere and color, gradually became an 

important means of expressing natural beauty. The technique evolved from simple expressiveness in its 

early stages to a more refined style focusing on color layers, forming a bone-free flower and bird painting 

technique of high artistic value, which became one of the most expressive and impactful forms in 

traditional flower and bird painting, profoundly influencing later Chinese artistic creation. 



1.2 Technical Characteristics and Expression Methods of the Bone-Free Technique 

The core characteristic of the bone-free flower and bird painting technique lies in not outlining with 

lines, but rather directly representing objects through color. Its unique expression method primarily uses 

ink and color, layering to depict the form and essence of objects, achieving the effect of "color replacing 

line." This technique demands a high level of color control from the artist, requiring multiple layers of 

color application based on the shape, texture, and light changes of different objects, ultimately presenting 

a lifelike and natural effect. The bone-free technique emphasizes color depth, typically employing a 

progression from light to dark colors, endowing objects with a sense of three-dimensionality and 

spatiality. 

Moreover, the bone-free technique highlights variations in brushstroke pressure, using subtle changes 

in the brush tip to convey the vivid textures of flowers and birds. For example, the thickness of petals 

and the softness of feathers can be fully expressed through the interplay of brushstrokes and colors, 

resulting in a lifelike visual effect. The technique often employs color penetration and layering to impart 

fine textures and gentle light and shadow to objects, enriching the work with depth and spatial quality. It 

also frequently combines with techniques such as shading and splattering, further enhancing the layering 

and expressiveness of the painting, forming a unique style that is both expressive and representational. 

This technique emphasizes the combination of delicacy and vitality, showcasing both the true beauty of 

natural objects and the artist's artistic pursuits and spiritual world, making each stroke and color imbued 

with profound artistic significance and emotional power[2]. 

1.3 Expression of Artistic Connotation and Style in Bone-Free Flower and Bird Painting 

The bone-free flower and bird painting technique is characterized not only by its unique methods but 

also by its high aesthetic pursuit in expression and artistic style. It emphasizes the vivid expression of 

natural objects, conveying the tranquility and vitality in flower and bird painting through changes in color 

and fluidity of brushstrokes. Bone-free flower and bird paintings often prioritize expressiveness, with 

artists observing and understanding natural objects, integrating their perceptions of natural vitality into 

their works, striving for a realm of "similar form, even more similar spirit." Especially when depicting 

the liveliness and natural state of flowers and birds, the bone-free technique demonstrates an exceptional 

delicacy and expressiveness. For instance, the tenderness of flowers, the agility of birds, and the 

gentleness of leaves can be conveyed through the gradient of colors and intricate variations in brushwork. 

Through this expressive approach, the bone-free technique not only replicates the external form of natural 

objects but also captures their inner vitality, achieving an expression of "unity of object and self." 

In terms of artistic style, bone-free flower and bird paintings retain the rigor and refinement of 

traditional painting while expressing an easy and natural emotional release, blending the meticulousness 

of fine brushwork with the freedom of expressive styles, forming an artistic style rich in profound cultural 

connotations. 

2. Application of Bone-Free Flower and Bird Painting Technique in Overglaze Porcelain 

2.1 Combination of Bone-Free Technique and Overglaze Craft 

The combination of the bone-free flower and bird painting technique with overglaze porcelain opens 

up new paths for innovation in ceramic art. Overglaze porcelain involves painting decorative designs on 

a porcelain body, followed by low-temperature firing to create a colorful glaze. The characteristics of 

overglaze craft include bright colors and clear images, making it suitable for showcasing rich artistic 

details and layers. The bone-free technique, which emphasizes color layering and delicate brushwork, 

aligns well with overglaze craft in its expressive forms. Through direct color rendering, the bone-free 

technique can present soft transitions on porcelain surfaces, avoiding the rigidity of hard outlines and 

endowing the porcelain works with more dynamism and naturalness. Particularly in depicting floral and 

avian details, the bone-free technique allows for more vivid expression of delicate textures like petals 

and feathers through the variations and gradients of color, enhancing the artistic expressiveness of the 

works[3]. 

Additionally, the overglaze craft retains the vibrancy and gloss of colors during the firing process, 

allowing the color layers of the bone-free technique to be fully showcased on porcelain, thereby 

enhancing the visual impact and durability of the artwork while preventing color fading or distortion. 

The transparent glaze layer of overglaze further amplifies the color layering effects of the bone-free 



technique, resulting in richer light and shadow variations under illumination. This combination not only 

breaks through the limitations of traditional porcelain decoration techniques but also provides broader 

innovative space for modern ceramic art creation. 

2.2 Expressive Forms of Bone-Free Technique in Overglaze Porcelain 

In overglaze porcelain, the bone-free technique primarily expresses the three-dimensionality and 

richness of objects through layered color application and shading. In the creative process, artists typically 

depict floral and avian subjects directly with colors without relying on traditional line-drawing techniques. 

This “color replaces line” approach is more suitable for conveying the softness and vitality of natural 

objects. The bone-free technique emphasizes subtle transitions of color layers, achieving more natural 

gradient effects through repeated layering of different hues and tones. This method results in softer 

outlines for objects, free from the constraints of lines, allowing for more flexible and fluid color variations. 

The multi-colored glaze characteristics of overglaze porcelain ensure that colors have good saturation 

and transparency after firing, enabling the bone-free technique to create gradient effects that range from 

light to dark, showcasing the light and shadow variations and texture layers of objects. For example, 

when depicting petals, the use of the bone-free technique can involve different shades of red, pink, and 

white to express a gradient color from the center to the edges, creating a natural transition that enhances 

the three-dimensionality and layering of the petals. This color application not only makes the petals 

appear more lifelike but also gives a sense of translucence, as if light is filtering through the surface, 

further enhancing the artistic expressiveness of the porcelain work. 

Moreover, the bone-free technique in overglaze porcelain emphasizes the flexibility of brushwork, 

enabling artists to depict the dynamics of birds and the delicate textures of flowers and plants, thereby 

strengthening the expressiveness and emotional impact of the porcelain pieces. For instance, when 

illustrating birds, various brush techniques and color changes can capture their poses while flying or 

resting, revealing the softness and lightness of their feathers. In floral depictions, the bone-free technique 

can express the gloss and thickness of leaves through different color layers and gradients, making the 

flowers and plants on the porcelain appear full of vitality. These nuanced color variations and dynamic 

representations make overglaze porcelain pieces visually appealing while imbuing them with deeper 

emotional resonance and meaning. Overall, the application of the bone-free technique in overglaze 

porcelain not only expands the technical expression of porcelain decoration but also, through color 

layering and brushwork variations, endows the works with greater artistic tension and impact, 

showcasing a unique artistic style and cultural connotation. 

2.3 Innovations in the Craft of Bone-Free Technique in Overglaze Porcelain 

With the development of modern ceramic techniques, the application of the bone-free flower and bird 

painting technique in overglaze porcelain extends beyond traditional craftsmanship, achieving 

innovations through modern technologies and creative methods. First, artists began to integrate modern 

glaze and color technologies, exploring more diverse color expressions. For instance, by utilizing the 

transparency and color variety of modern glazes, the bone-free technique can achieve richer color 

layering effects in overglaze porcelain, and through multi-layer firing techniques, colors exhibit different 

lusters and textures. These technical advancements enhance the visual aesthetics of overglaze porcelain 

while significantly improving the durability and depth of colors[4]. 

Additionally, as porcelain firing techniques have advanced, the expression of the bone-free technique 

on porcelain surfaces has also expanded. Artists can utilize modern ceramic techniques for localized 

enhancements of the overglaze, making the color expression of the bone-free technique more delicate 

and three-dimensional. By layering different glazes and implementing localized firing, colors can exhibit 

subtle gradient effects and gloss, providing the artwork with more depth and visual impact. 

Artists have also attempted to combine the bone-free technique with other modern artistic elements, 

such as gold embellishments, underglaze, and crystalline glazes, achieving a balance between tradition 

and modernity. For example, adding gold details to overglaze porcelain not only enhances the luxurious 

feel of the works but also adds a new visual experience to traditional flower and bird paintings. These 

innovative techniques impart new forms of expression and cultural significance to the artworks, offering 

the bone-free technique more possibilities within modern ceramics. Such innovations not only provide 

new possibilities for the application of the bone-free technique in overglaze porcelain but also promote 

the expansion of traditional ceramic art into the realm of modern art, offering vast exploratory space for 

future ceramic art creation. Through these innovative methods, the bone-free technique has not only 

revitalized itself through tradition but also found unique forms of expression within modern ceramic art, 



allowing the works to embody both traditional charm and modern beauty. 

3. The Artistic Value and Influence of the Bone-Free Painting Technique in Underglaze Colored 

Porcelain 

3.1 The Uniqueness of the Bone-Free Technique in Porcelain Art 

The uniqueness of the bone-free flower-and-bird painting technique in porcelain art is primarily 

reflected in its method of "using color instead of lines" and its fluid, natural expression of artistic 

ambiance. In contrast to other porcelain painting techniques, the bone-free technique discards the strict 

constraints of outlines, directly employing layers of color to depict objects, thereby endowing underglaze 

colored porcelain with a light and soft visual effect. Through natural color transitions, this technique can 

vividly showcase the delicate texture and lively vitality of flowers and birds on porcelain. 

The core of this technique lies in the application of color, where multiple layers of color create 

variations in depth and three-dimensionality, resulting in richer layers and enhanced light-and-shadow 

effects in the underglaze colored porcelain works. The layering of colors not only generates a sense of 

depth but also reveals subtle changes in light and shadow under illumination, thereby enhancing the 

spatial and dynamic qualities of the porcelain. Additionally, the expressive nature of the bone-free 

technique, combined with the glossy texture of the underglaze colored porcelain, forms a unique artistic 

style that not only highlights the expressiveness of color but also enhances the emotional resonance of 

the work, making the decorative effect of the porcelain more vivid and natural, thus possessing a high 

degree of artistic tension. 

The bone-free technique emphasizes the subtle transition of colors. Through the infiltration and 

diffusion of color, the surface of the porcelain can present a soft gradient effect, rendering the images of 

flowers and birds more realistic and lively in detail. For instance, the elegant gradient of petals and the 

gentle texture of feathers are perfectly expressed, showcasing the natural beauty of the work. Furthermore, 

this technique is not confined by lines, resulting in a more free-flowing and fluid appearance that 

complements the smooth glazed surface of the porcelain. Coupled with the high glossiness of the 

underglaze colored porcelain, the bone-free technique can create a translucent effect within the artwork, 

further enhancing the three-dimensionality and light-and-shadow variations, allowing for diverse visual 

effects under different lighting conditions. This artistic uniqueness makes the bone-free technique in 

porcelain decoration not only a visual enjoyment but also provides the viewer with an interactive artistic 

experience with nature[5]. 

3.2 Insights from the Bone-Free Technique for Modern Porcelain Creation 

The application of the bone-free technique not only enriches the expressive methods of traditional 

underglaze colored porcelain but also provides significant insights for modern porcelain creation. 

Firstly, the bone-free technique emphasizes the flexible use of color and multi-layered expression. 

This approach encourages modern porcelain artists to pay greater attention to the interplay of color and 

light, breaking away from traditional singular representation methods and pursuing more diverse visual 

effects. The layering and gradient forms of this technique can inspire new explorations and innovations 

in modern porcelain creation. For example, artists can combine the bone-free technique with 

contemporary ceramic craftsmanship to present unique transitions in color depth and three-

dimensionality on the surface of the porcelain, resulting in works that possess dynamic effects and visual 

impact. 

Secondly, the expressive and free nature of the bone-free technique inspires modern porcelain 

creation. Artists can inherit traditional techniques while employing more liberated forms and richer color 

expressions, achieving innovative expressions in porcelain art. This method of integrating traditional 

techniques with modern artistic concepts not only expands the creative possibilities in porcelain but also 

introduces new artistic spaces, making porcelain works more distinctive and rich in artistic tension. 

Additionally, the vivid depiction of natural subjects and the expression of ambiance inherent in the 

bone-free technique also encourage modern artists to focus more on emotional expression and intrinsic 

meaning in their works. This shift promotes the advancement of porcelain art from a craft level to an 

artistic level. By drawing on the expressive and natural depiction methods of the bone-free technique, 

modern porcelain creation enriches decorative artistry while enhancing cultural expression. This allows 

artistic creations to convey profound emotional resonance while embodying both aesthetic and spiritual 



values. 

3.3 The Integration of the Bone-Free Technique and the Cultural Value of Underglaze Colored 

Porcelain 

The combination of the bone-free flower-and-bird painting technique and underglaze colored 

porcelain not only possesses unique artistic expression but also holds significant importance in the 

integration of cultural values. The bone-free technique originates from traditional Chinese culture, 

embodying profound artistic heritage, particularly in its philosophical reflections on nature and life, 

which carry important cultural symbolism. As a vital medium of Chinese ceramic art, underglaze colored 

porcelain encapsulates the aesthetic craftsmanship and cultural connotations of ancient China. The fusion 

of these two elements enhances the artistic expressiveness of porcelain while enriching its cultural 

content, allowing underglaze colored porcelain to showcase unique value on both artistic and cultural 

levels. 

Through the bone-free technique's expression of natural imagery, underglaze colored porcelain 

transcends mere material decorative functions, transforming into an art form rich in cultural significance 

that reflects the reverence and love for nature and life inherent in traditional Chinese culture. The 

application of this technique not only demonstrates a profound understanding of nature in artistic 

aesthetics but also embodies the pursuit of harmony among all things in traditional Chinese thought. By 

utilizing this technique, underglaze colored porcelain serves not only as a visual representation of beauty 

but also as a medium for spiritual and cultural transmission, carrying far-reaching cultural value[6]. 

With the development of modern ceramic craftsmanship, the inheritance and innovation of the bone-

free technique provide new momentum for the continuation of porcelain's cultural value. Modern artists, 

by employing this technique in underglaze colored porcelain, organically combine traditional and 

contemporary artistic concepts to create porcelain works infused with a contemporary essence. 

Additionally, the innovative expression of the bone-free technique in modern contexts liberates it from 

ancient painting language, resonating with contemporary culture and forming a more zeitgeist-driven 

artistic expression. Through this technique, modern underglaze colored porcelain not only inherits the 

essence of ancient Chinese porcelain art but also achieves a blend of tradition and modernity within the 

contemporary cultural landscape, fostering the ongoing development and dissemination of Chinese 

ceramic culture. This legacy and innovation breathe new life into Chinese ceramic art on a global scale, 

preserving tradition while closely aligning with the pulse of the times. 

Conclusion 

This study reveals that the application of the bone-free flower-and-bird painting technique in 

underglaze colored porcelain successfully showcases the organic integration of traditional painting 

methods and ceramic craftsmanship. The color rendering and ambiance expression of the bone-free 

technique are fully realized in underglaze colored porcelain, endowing the porcelain works with greater 

depth and artistic beauty. The development of modern ceramic art requires not only the inheritance of 

tradition but also the innovative fusion of traditional techniques with contemporary methods. The 

exploration of the bone-free technique in underglaze colored porcelain provides a new direction for the 

innovation of ceramic decorative techniques and promotes the advancement of modern ceramic art. 

Future research should further strengthen technical innovation, exploring the potential applications of the 

bone-free technique in more ceramic art forms, thereby broadening its artistic expression in both scope 

and depth. 
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